Only Those Who Share in Christ’s Sufferings Will be in Heaven

Below is a collection of New Testament verses that teach about God’s plan for followers of Jesus to suffer unjust
treatment and hatred from the world. If a person finds it difficult reading through them all, it may be that these
verses are just not comfortable for him to think about.

The judgment is seen to be just because we suffered with Christ

3We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is fitting, because your faith grows exceedingly, and
the love of every one of you all abounds toward each other, 4 so that we ourselves boast of you among the
churches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that you endure, ® which

is manifest evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God,
for which you also suffer;® since it is a righteous thing with God to repay with tribulation those who trouble
you, " and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His
mighty angels, & in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.® These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of
the Lord and from the glory of His power,® when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be
admired among all those who believe,[8l because our testimony among you was believed. Il Thess 1:3-10)

270nly let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether | come and see you or am absent, |
may hear of your affairs, that you stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the
gospel, 28 and not in any way terrified by your adversaries, which is to them a proof of perdition, but to you of
salvation,[l and that from God. 2° For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in Him,
but also to suffer for His sake, 3 having the same conflict which you saw in me and now hear is in me” (Phil
1:27-30).

Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection. 3¢ Still others had
trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in
two, were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being
destitute, afflicted, tormented— 38 of whom the world was not worthy ” (Hebrews 11:35-38)

13These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off were assured of
them,lembraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 24 For those who say
such things declare plainly that they seek a homeland. *> And truly if they had called to mind that country from
which they had come out, they would have had opportunity to return. 6 But now they desire a better, that is, a
heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them”
(Hebrews 11:13-16).

24 By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, *> choosing
rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, 26 esteeming the
reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures int! Egypt; for he looked to the reward” (Hebrews 11:24-
26).

“If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you” (John 15:18).

22 And you will be hated by all for My name’s sake. But he who endures to the end will be saved” (Matthew
10:22).
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Suffering with Christ necessary in order to be classified as God’s children who will be glorified:

16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 1" and if children, then heirs—
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ_if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together”
(Romans 8:16-17)

8Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom |
have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that | may gain Christ ® and be found in Him, not
having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness
which is from God by faith; °that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His
sufferings, being conformed to His death, ! if, by any means, | may attain to the resurrection from the dead ”
(Phil 3:8-11).

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew
5:10).

your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that you endure, ® which is manifest evidence of
the righteous judgment of God, that you may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you also
suffer” (Il Thess 1:4-5)

If we endure, We shall also reign with Him. If we deny Him, He also will deny us” (Il Tim 3:12)

8 For bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness is profitable for all things, having promise of the life that now
is and of that which is to come. ° This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance. ° For to this end we
both labor and suffer reproach,@ because we trust in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of
those who believe” (I Tim 4:8-10).

40 And they agreed with him, and when they had called for the apostles and beaten them, they commanded that
they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.*! So they departed from the presence of the council,
rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His!®l name” (4cts 5:40-41) Evidence that disciples
believed this.

49 “I came to send fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! *° But | have a baptism to be
baptized with, and how distressed I am till it is accomplished! 5 Do you suppose that | came to give peace on
earth? | tell you, not at all, but rather division. 52 For from now on five in one house will be divided: three
against two, and two against three. 53 Father will be divided against son and son against father, mother against
daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against
her mother-in-law.” (Luke 12:49-53)

24 “Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of
his finger in water and cool my tongue; for | am tormented in this flame.’ % But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember
that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted
and you are tormented. 26 And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who
want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.’(Luke 16:24-26)
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Suffering with Christ evidence that we believe (and will be saved in the end):

® And you became followers of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the
Holy Spirit, (1 Thess 1:6)

13 For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the word of God which you
heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also
effectively works in you who believe. *4 For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God which are in
Judea in Christ Jesus. For you also suffered the same things from your own countrymen, just as they did from
the Judeans,'®>who killed both the Lord Jesus and their own prophets, and have persecuted us; and they do not
please God and are contrary to all men, ¢ forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they may be saved, so as
always to fill up the measure of their sins; but wrath has come upon them to the uttermost. (I Thess 2: 13-16)

8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the
sufferings for the gospel according to the power of God, (Il Tim 1:8) (Being ashamed indicates we really don'’t
believe the gospel)

32 “Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in

heaven. 23 But whoever denies Me before men, him | will also deny before My Father who is in heaven”
(Matthew 10:32-33)

42 And whoever gives one of these little ones only a cup of cold water in the name of a disciple, assuredly, | say
to you, he shall by no means lose his reward.” (Matthew 10:42)

34 Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 3 for I was hungry and you gave Me food; | was thirsty and
you gave Me drink; | was a stranger and you took Me in; %6 | was naked and you clothed Me; | was sick and you
visited Me, I was in prison and you came to Me.’

37 “Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty
and give You drink? 3 When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? % Or when
did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ *° And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I
say to you, inasmuch as you did It to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’ (Matthew 25:34-
40)

“But woe to you who are rich, For you have received your consolation. 2> Woe to you who are full, For you
shall hunger. Woe to you who laugh now, For you shall mourn and weep. 26 Woe to youl® when allfl men
speak well of you, For so did their fathers to the false prophets. (Luke 6:24-26)

(True followers of Jesus would never get elected because the world hates true followers of Jesus. ...my words
here)

15 And He said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves before men, but God knows your hearts. For what
is highly esteemed among men is an abomination in the sight of God. (Luke 16:15)

20 But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word and immediately receives it with
joy; 2 yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a while. For when tribulation or persecution arises
because of the word, immediately he stumbles. (Matthew 13:20-21)

23 Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross
daily,’81 and follow Me. 24 For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake
will save it. 2° For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and is himself destroyed or lost? 26 For
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whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of him the Son of Man will be ashamed when He comes in
His own glory, and in His Father’s, and of the holy angels. (Luke 9:23-26)

26 “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes,
and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple.?” And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me
cannot be My disciple. (Luke 14:26-27)

4 “And I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body, and after that have no more that
they can do. ®But | will show you whom you should fear: Fear Him who, after He has killed, has power to cast
into hell; yes, I say to you, fear Him! (Luke 12:4-5)

For this reason | also suffer these things; nevertheless I am not ashamed, for | know whom I have believed and
am persuaded that He is able to keep what | have committed to Him until that Day. (Il Tim 2:2) (Being

convinced of the gospel promises results in us not being ashamed...my words here)

12yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution” (71 Tim 3:12)

Called for this purpose:

But when you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, this is commendable before God. 2! For to this you
were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us!¥ an example, that you should follow His steps: (I
Peter 2:20-21)

29 For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His
sake, 39 having the same conflict which you saw in me and now hear is in me” (Phil 1:29)

that no one should be shaken by these afflictions; for you yourselves know that we are appointed to this” (7
Thess 3:3)

3 Go your way; behold, 1 send you out as lambs among wolves. (Luke 10:3)

Degree of glory proportional to degree we share Christ’s sufferings:

11 “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My
sake.'? Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets
who were before you” (Matthew 5:11-12).

12Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing
happened to you; 13 but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is
revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy. ** If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are
you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.[9 On their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is
glorified” (I Peter 4:12-14)
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2Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered outside the
gate. 13 Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing His reproach. 4 For here we have no
continuing city, but we seek the one to come. (Hebrews 13:12-14)

Other

16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being
renewed day by day. *” For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 8 while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things
which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.
For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation
which is from heaven, 2 if indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be found naked. 4 For we who are

in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may
be swallowed up by life. (I1 Cor 4:16- 5:4)



